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DRAUGHT COPY

Draught Copy is the magazine of the Maidstone and Mid-Kent branch of
CAMRA, the Campaign for Real Ale, also incorporating news from
Bexley, and Gravesend & Darent Valley branches of CAMRA. It is
published quarterly, in March, June, September and December and has a
circulation of 3,200 copies. Opinions expressed are those of the author of
the article, and need not represent those of CAMRA or its officials.

If you find a pub selling short measure, allowing smoking in the
premises, or other illegal things in pubs, please have a quiet word with
the landlord in the first instance. However, if you need to complain about
a licensed premises in your area, report the problem to Trading
Standards by contacting Citizens Advice, who will pass the details to
your local Trading Standards service: Call the Citizens Advice consumer
service helpline on 03454 04 05 06 (Monday to Friday, 9am - 5pm). We

should demand the very highest standards of service in our pubs.
Advertising rates:

£77 | £45 | £27 for a full / half / quarter page respectively
Editor and Correspondence:

DraughtCopy.Editor@mmbk.camra.org.uk

Advertising: DraughtCopy.Advertising@mmk.camra.org.uk

The copy date for the next issue is 21 January 2018 for E E
publication in February/March 2018.

Website: www.mmk.camra.org.uk E-. .

Twitter: www.twitter.com/mmkcamra

For further information about all pubs mentioned in this publication (or
indeed anywhere in the UK), please refer to CAMRA’s national pub

database: www.whatpub.com
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Wrap up Christmas
with CAMRA gif

A CAMPAIGN
FOR
.Ibers 1 v "h REAL ALE
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Burstmg
with

, Christmas

A Cheer

“,_. :
, ' Gift Membérshi’p
Single Gift Membership Gift Membership + Good Beer

A full year's membership + So You Want To Be Guide 2018
subscription with all the trimmings A Beer Expert?

Welcome to CAMRA..

Visit www.camra.org.uk/gift-memberships
for fantastic Christmas gift ideas

*Joint & concessionary prices are also available - please visit www.camra.org.uk/membership-rates
or call 01727 337855 for more information.




LocAL BEeR & CIDER FESTIVALS

CAMRA Festivals:
December 2017

5-9

34th Pigs Ear Beer and Cider Festival,

Round Chapel, Glenarm Road, Hackney, E5 OLY.

A wide range of Real Ales, Ciders, Perries, Foreign/Bottled Beers.
Hot/Cold Food all sessions.

Open: 12noon-1030pm (Tue-Thu), 12noon-11pm(Fri/Sat)
Admission: £3 (CAMRA members), £5 Non-membs,

Reduced admission Saturday £1[M]/£2[NM] while stocks last.

No U18'’s. Assistance dogs only. Wheelchair access.
www.pigsear.org.uk/festivals.htm

Twitter: @pigsearcamra  Facebook: camra.elac

February 2018

2-3  25th White Cliffs Festival of Winter Ales,
Maison Dieu (T own Hall), Biggin Street, Dover, Kent, CT16 1DL.
March 2018
2-3  North Sussex Equinox Beer & Cider Festival,
Drill Hall, Denne Road, Horsham, RH12 1JF.
50+ beers, plus real cider and perry.
Open: Fri 6-10pm then Sat 11:30am-4.30pm and 6.30-10pm.
Tickets £6 Fri, £7 Sat afternoon, £4 Sat evening, incl souvenir glass and free pint for
CAMRA members. camra.equinox@gmail.com
14-16 London Drinker Beer and Cider Festival, Camden Centre, Bidborough St, WC1H 9AU.
150 real ales, imported beers, ciders and perries, mead, English wine.
Tombola, Shut the Box, Tutored tasting sessions and free pub quiz Wed.
Open: Wed 11.30 - 3pm free; Thu 11.30-2.30pm free;
Wed & Thu: 5pm -10.30pm £4 (£3 CAMRA members); Last admission 10pm.
Fri: 12 - 10.30pm £4 (£3 CAMRA members); Last admission 10pm.
VIP farewell session for members only Wed 4pm-5pm (pre bought tickets only).
Excellent home cooked food every session.
See website for further information and ticket info: www.northlondon.camra.org.uk
Other Events:

January 2018
24-27 Flower Pot, Winter Beer Festival,

96 Sandling Rd, Maidstone, Kent ME14 2R]J.

Feburary 2018

9-10

6th Tonbridge Juddians Rugby Club Beer Festival,
The Slade, Tonbridge, Kent TN9 1HR.

Selection of 24 real ales, plus cider. www.tj-beerfest.com
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MUSKET

BREWERY

o KENT BEERS!!

Musket Brewery is a family owned, Maidstone-based Micro Brewery located at Loddington
Farm, Linton, brewing premium REAL ALE at realistic prices.The Musket brewers are
CAMRA members, who provide these carefully brewed ales for your enjoyment.

FLINTLOCK FIFE & DRUM TRIGGER
Kentish Best Bitter Keontish Golden Aile Kentish Pale Ale
—TL——— T
;,E«'—r:::'\::z A hog bibed Ty Shoe tyow
MUZZLELOADER FLINTLOCK FIFE & DRUM TRIGGER
4.5% Kentish Ale 4.2% Best Bitter 3.8% Golden Ale 3.6% Pale Ale

MUSKET

BREWERY

POWDER BURN MATCHLOCK FLASH IN THE PAN BALL PULLER

5.0% Kentish Porter 3.8% Kentish Mild 4.0% Green Hop Ale 4.0% Premier Bitter
(Autumn/Winter brew!) (Spring/Summer brew!) (Only available in September!) (New for 2017!)

Musket Brewery offers a significant promotion campaign on initial orders, to help increase
beer sales for our valued customers. Musket has earned a well-deserved reputation for
providing GREAT beers, supported by exemplary customer service!

Contact Musket Brewery to find out more!!

079671 27 27 8 or 01622 - 749931

info@musketbrewery.co.uk L5

SIBA .
sy,
& “There’s more in the barrel” at Yl 4=

p—

INDEPENDENT -
www.musketbrewery.co.uk #

DS Scheme

© THE SOCIETY OF



Bexley Brewery
Boutilliers

Brew Buddies Ltd
Brumaison

Canterbury Ales
Canterbury Brewers
Caveman Brewery
Dartford Wobbler

Four Candles

G2

Goachers

Goody Ales
Hopdaemon Brewery
Hop Fuzz Brewery

Isla Vale Alesmiths
Kent Brewery

Larkins Brewery

Mad Cat Brewery Ltd
Maidstone Brewing Co.
Musket Brewery
Nelson Brewery

No Frills Joe Brewing Co
Old Dairy Brewery

Old Forge Brewery

Pig & Porter

Ramsgate Brewery
Range Ales

Ripple Steam Brewery
Rockin' Robin Brewery
Romney Marsh Brewery
Shepherd Neame

Swan on the Green
Time & Tide

Tir Dha Ghlas Brewery
Tonbridge Brewery
Turnstone Ales
Wantsum Brewery
Westerham Brewery Co.
Whitstable Brewery

KENT BREWERIES

01322 337368
07743 372434
07962 369717
07831 704089
01227 732541
01227 455899
07769 710665
01322 866233

01233 630277
01622 682112
01227 361555
01795 892078
07858 562878
01843 292451
01634 780037
01892 870328
07960 263615
01622 757705
07967 127278
01634 832828
07516 725577
01580 763867
01233 720444
01424 893519
01843 868453
01303 230842
07917 037611
01622 747106
01797 362333
01795 532206
01622 812271
07840 327265
01304 211666
07962 016286

0845 0405980
01732 864427
01622 851007

www.bexleybrewery.co.uk
www.boutilliers.com
www.brew-buddies.co.uk

www.canterbury-ales.co.uk

www.thefoundrycanterbury.co.uk

www.cavemanbrewery.co.uk
www.dartfordwobbler.com
www.thefourcandles.co.uk
www.g2brewing.com
www.goachers.com
www.goodyales.co.uk
www.hopdaemon.com
www.hopfuzz.co.uk
www.islavalealesmiths.co.uk
www.kentbrewery.com
www.larkinsbrewery.co.uk
www.madcatbrewery.co.uk
www.maidstonebrewing.co.uk
www.musketbrewery.co.uk
www.nelsonbrewery.co.uk
www.nofrillsjoe.co.uk
www.olddairybrewery.com
www.thefarriersarms.com
www.pigandporter.co.uk
www.ramsgatebrewery.co.uk
www.rangealesbrewery.co.uk
www.ripplesteambrewery.co.uk
www.rockinrobinbrewery.co.uk

www.romneymarshbrewery.com

www.shepherdneame.co.uk
www.swan-on-the-green.co.uk
www.timeandtidebrewing.co.uk
www.cullinsyard.co.uk/brewery
www.tonbridgebrewery.co.uk
See Facebook page
www.wantsumbrewery.co.uk
www.westerhambrewery.co.uk
www.whitstablebrewery.co.uk

Map available at www kentcamra.org.uk/kent/breweries




KenTt srewery

Our Farmhouse Crafted beers offer
a more unusual and satisfying experience
than you might normally expect.

We can be found in the best pubs and
bottle shops in Kent and further afield.

Please enjoy the difference!

www.kentbrewery.com



KENT CIDER MAKERS

Badgers Hill Farm
Beardspoon Cider Works
Biddenden Cider

Castle Cider Co
Chafford Cider Co.
Core Fruit Products
Crucider

Double Vision Cider
Dudda’s Tun Cider

East Stour Cider Co
Green Oak Farm

Hush Heath Estate
Johnson’s Farmhouse Cider
Kent Cider Company
Kentish Pip Cider
Kingswood Cider

Little Stour Orchard
Merry Moon
Nightingale Cider Co
Northdowns Cider
Pembury Real Cider
Pippins Cider Company
Rough Old Wife Cider

01227 730573

01580 291726
01732 455977
01892 740437
01227 730589
01689 855965
01622 746633
01795 886266
07880 923398
01304 821630
01622 832794
01795 665203
01795 521317
01227 830525
01227 709387
07771 711252
07707 309041

01795 591285
07444 435873
01892 824544
01227 700757

Tiddly Pomme's Woolly Pig 01795 529100

Turners Cider
Wise Owl Cider

07825 394164
01233 850664

www.beardspoon.com

www.biddendenvineyards.com

www.corejuice.co.uk

www.crucider.com

www.duddastuncider.com

www.greenoakfarm.co.uk

www.hushheath.com

www.kentcider.co.uk
www.kentishpip.co.uk
www.kingswoodcider.co.uk

www.littlestourorchard.co.uk

www.nightingalecider.com

www.pemburyrealcider.co.uk
www.pippinsfarm.co.uk
www.rougholdwife.com
www.tiddlypommeshop.co.uk
www.turnerscider.co.uk

wiseowlcider@gmail.com

Map available at www kentcamra.org.uk/kent/cider




Tum«ms CIDER

“MADE wnT 100% KENTISH APPLES

| URNERS TURNERS
MARDEN KENT r‘RDEN KENT MARDEN, KENT MARDEN, KENT
IE0iym-pRY cod IED1UM CIDER SWEET cm f
Mg mmmo% eg; ' "EWImmu/ KEuns}lAPPlfs

"
BEST BEFORE
7% VoL

DiﬁY 7% | MEDIUM-DRY (SPARKLING) 7% | MEDIUM 5% | SWEET 7%
PEAR 5.5% | ELDERFLOWER 5.5% | RUSSET 8% | APPLE PIE 4%
TURNERSCIDER.CO.UK » @TURNERS_CIDER

CALL 07825 394164 OR MAIL PHIL@TURNERSCIDER.CO.UK



HAT TRICK FOR MAIDSTONE LOCAL.

OF THE

u;;;fsn} L CAMRA members and Kent (West) branches, popular

‘ PUB Having already been voted Pub of the Year by local

- Maidstone pub the Flower Pot in Sandling Road has
};10\125 pot | received a further accolade, being selected as overall
R Kent Pub of the Year by regional judges, placing it
m V\mnu ‘among the top 16 Real Ale pubs nationwide. The
wiitiiii. | Flower Pot beat off the Lanes Micropub, Dover - the

% | Kent (East) section winner — to claim the title.

The Flower Pot — a winner of the Kent Pub of the Year title in 2010 and
2011 - has been described as a “must-visit” when in Maidstone, serving
up to 10 different Real Ales, many from microbreweries both in Kent and
throughout the UK, along with a selection of ciders and perries.
Landlords David and Julie Davenport took over the running of the Free
House in 2006, rapidly gaining a reputation for the quality and selection
on offer.

A judging panel assessed the merits of two finalists based on criteria
such as style, décor, furnishing and cleanliness; service, welcome and
offering; community focus and atmosphere, alignment with CAMRA
principles and overall impression.

Jan Clennett, Chairman of the Maidstone and Mid-Kent Branch of
CAMRA said: “Picking up the Kent Pub of the Year title is further
reward for the great job that David and Julie have done. Real Ale fans
know that the Flower Pot is a great example of the best of what British
pubs have to offer — a warm and welcoming atmosphere, excellent
service and a fantastic range of beers.”

David Davenport said: “We're delighted that Kent CAMRA members
have chosen us as Pub of the Year. We aim to offer a variety of Real Ales
to suit all palates and tastes, and the award is a sign that our approach is

popular with our regulars, CAMRA members and drinkers from further
afield.”

As Regional Pub of the Year, the Flower Pot advanced to the Super-
Regional Pub of the Year judging, but didn’t make it into the final four
pubs from which CAMRA’s National Pub of the Year will be chosen.
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CAMRA Kent Pub of the Year
2010, 2011 & 2017
Up to 9 ales, 4 ciders & 5 craft kegs.

Home cooked food 12-3pm Monday to Thursday.

Open mic night every Tuesday.
Discount for card carrying CAMRA members.
Real ale club 2-4pm Tuesday, 20% off all ale & free sandwiches.

Homemade, thin crust, stone baked pizza
every Friday & Saturday night.

Winter Beer Festival
24th -27th January 2018

nl'he Flower Pot Maidstone Beer Hl’he Flower Pot Maidstone Music
96 Sandling Road - Maidstone - Kent - ME14 2R]
Tel. 01622 757705 Email. flowerpotpub@hotmail.couk ~ Web. www.flowerpotpub.com




EXTREME PUBBING! by Jeff Tucker

Some pubs are at least two miles from the nearest public transport, and
therefore not easy to get to if you don’t want to drive. Other pubs are served
by bus once a day, or even once or twice a week in some cases, which
usually involves a walk either to or from the pub, to catch the nearest more
frequent bus or train.

This article features a pub which has buses passing the door about every
two hours in each direction during the day, but this is of little use, as the pub
doesn’t open until 5pm on Monday to Saturday, after which there is only
one bus each way, fourteen minutes apart!

The pub in question is a delightful little hostelry in the small village of
Coldred, just off the A2 towards Dover. The Carpenters Arms was the local
CAMRA branch Pub of the Year in 2015, and is a true village local, with all
sorts of activities going on, and seems to be well supported by the locals.

Just along from the pub is a bus shelter
adorned with hanging baskets, and across the
road is a pretty duck pond. Inside the pub, the
furnishings are simple, and Colin, the landlord,
chats away to the customers.

This pub had been on my ‘to do’ list for many years, so I decided to pay a
visit in July. There is a bus from Dover, route 89A, which now leaves at 17.50
(17.35 on Saturdays), arriving in Coldred at 18.25 (or 18.10). Alternatively,
bus 89A leaves Canterbury at 17.40 on Mondays to Fridays, arriving at
Coldred at 1839. The only way to get home was a 25-minute walk to
Shepherdswell station, where I caught a train back to Chatham, and buses
home from there.

On Mondays to Fridays, bus 89A leaves Canterbury at 15.35, arriving at
Coldred at 16.29, so you will have to wait half an hour until opening time,
then the next bus at 18.39 picks you up, heading for Dover.

The Carpenters Arms is well worth a visit, a fine
example of a no-frills village pub like we used to
have everywhere, before pub food took over.
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The Chequers Inn

Laddingford, nr Yalding
Kent ME18 6BP
Tel: 01622 871266

www.chequersladdingford.co.uk

Award winning traditional village inn
situated in the hopping countryside

Charles and Tracey welcome you to their 15th Century Inn

. Cask conditioned real ales

. Traditional value-for-money menus, daily specials, Sunday roasts and children’'s menu
. Very large garden with children’s play area & animal corner

. 4 diamond bed & breakfast accommodation

We are proud of our D n

. Real Ales, Real Food, Real Staff & No Gimmicks

CAMRA Good Beer Guide & Cask Margue award

Marden Village Club

Albion Road, Marden, Kent TN12 OPD
Phone: 01622 831427
www.mardenvillageclub.co.uk

CAMRA members welcome

Four real ales supporting Kent breweries
plus real cider,
all offered at club prices

We are affiliated to the Kent Association of
Working Mens Clubs & Institutes (1996)



REAL ALE FESTIVAL REPORTS RECORD NUMBERS

A spectacular overnight thunderstorm failed to
s deter real ale and cider enthusiasts who turned
up in record numbers to CAMRA’s East
' L Malling Beer and Cider Festival, held on
i Saturday September 2nd at NIAB EMR, the
& world-famous horticultural research station in
" East Malling, with the last pint being served as
the final drumbeat sounded on the music stage.

-

The event, the eighth organised and staffed by local real ale and
cider campaigners at the venue, featured 77 different Real Ales,
many brewed locally, 36 varied ciders and perries, all from Kent
producers, live music from Sur Les Docks and Reptilia, and a guest
appearance from Radio Kent DJ Roger ‘"Twiggy’ Day playing
tracks from decades past.

Jeff Tucker, organiser of CAMRA’s East Malling Beer and Cider
Festival, said: “Real ale and cider fans showed their continued
support of the Festival, which was blessed with fantastic weather.
It was great to see such a large turn-out, with every drop of ale and
cider sold by the time we called 'Last Orders'. We reckon that our
volunteers managed to serve a pint every 3.5 seconds.”

Ian Clennett, Chairman of Maidstone and Mid-Kent CAMRA, said:
“The Festival is now well-established as a popular event for all the
family, with the wonderful surroundings at East Malling making
the perfect backdrop. We will be back in early September 2018

‘WZ e -




with an even bigger and better event.”

‘Beer of the Festival', as selected by a panel
of Real Ale enthusiasts, was Orkney Best,
from Swannay Brewery in Evie, Orkney,
with 77, from Heavy Industry Brewing in i

Henlan, Denbighshire, as runner-up, Orkney Best was also the
fastest-selling beer, as drinkers rushed to sample the winning
brew. A separate panel adjudged Red Love, from Biddenden, as
winner in the Best Cider or Perry category, with Ciderfect, from
BEARDspoon in Sellindge as runner-up. The fastest selling cider
was Salted Caramel from Dudda’s Tun in Doddington.

A pledge by Festival organisers to donate a sum equivalent to
unused drinks tokens returned by visitors raised £340 for
Demelza, the children’s hospice, which provides vital care to
families across Kent, East Sussex and South East London.

Quiz Night on Monday

The Bull
Open 12 — 2.30 and 5 — 11 Monday — Thursday Hig h Street
12 —1a Friday and Saturday West Malling

12 —10.30 Sunday



MAIDSTONE & MiD-KENT LOCAL NEWS

Contact: John Mills 01732 840603 or email pubs.officer@mmk.camra.org.uk
For more information on these pubs, see CAMRA’s online pub database whatpub.com

West Malling Golf Club, Addington - For a round of golf, followed by
a pint of Shepherd Neame Spitfire and a meal then this club will fulfil your
needs. This clubhouse is open to non-members as well.

Bull, Barming — The makeover following the takeover by Stonebridge
was completed and re-opened in August with Neil O'Hagan as the
manager. The walls have many photographs of old buses and pen and
wash pictures of Maidstone scenes. There is a large covered terrace with
tables at the rear. Beers from Kent, Tonbridge, St. Austell and Sharps
breweries but there are also various ciders on pump and bag-in-box.
www.classicinns.co.uk/thebullmaidstone

Bull, Benenden — There are now three very well fitted letting rooms
here, all with king-size beds. On the bar are Dark Star Hophead, Harveys
Sussex Best Bitter, Larkins Traditional and one guest.
Larkins Alehouse, Cranbrook — On 6 October this
new micropub in the High Street opened its door
in what was previously a flower shop. The two |
sisters that run the business were originally called
Larkin and lived in Cranbrook for many years.
Four cask ales and several ciders are kept but M=

there are also some wines, spirits, prosecco and soft drinks. Operating
times are 12-9 Mon-Wed; 12-10 Thu & Fri; 12-10.30 Sat; 12-6 Sun.
http://larkins-alehouse.co.uk Facebook: larkinsalehouse

Knoxbridge, Frittenden — Operating hours are now, Closed Mon; 12-9
Tue-Thu; 12-10:00 Fri & Sat; 12-6 Sun. Runs poker nights at 8pm on
Wednesdays. Usually keeps Harveys Sussex Best Bitter and often the local
Brumaison BB plus another guest ale which could be from anywhere.
http://www.theknoxbridge.co.uk.

Harrietsham Club, Harrietsham — Held its customary beer festival in
September and some members dropped by to help consume the beer.
The club is looking for more members so why not call in. Pool and
snooker tables in the main room whilst the bar has darts and real ale.
Royal British Legion, Hawkhurst — Darts and pool may be played in the
bar and there are two snooker tables. The function room has its own bar.
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http://larkins-alehouse.co.uk
http://www.theknoxbridge.co.uk/

THE
CELLARS
ALEHOUSE

MAIDSTONE'S MICROPUB
REAL ALE - REAL CIDER - REAL CONVERSATION

FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK FOR UP-TO-DATE BEER LIST AND EVENTS.

o /thecellarsalehouse o @cellarsalehouse www.thecellarsalehouse.co.uk

THE CELLARS ALEHOUSE, THE OLD BREWERY, BUCKLAND ROAD, MAIDSTONE ME16 0DZ




Here you will find a pint of Harveys Sussex Best Bitter or a
beer from Shepherd Neame but also maybe something
from further away.

Wings Bar & Restaurant, Headcorn — Situated on the
y airfield this facility offers both Harveys Sussex Best Bitter

. and most appropriately Shepherd Neame Spitfire.

Bower, Maidstone — This pub has been keeping Rockin’ Robin Reliant
Robin on permanently recently.

Cherry Tree, Maidstone — The new licensee has had a second handpump
installed which initially had Skinners Betty Stogs as a guest, the
permanent beer being Harveys Sussex Best Bitter.

First & Last, Maidstone — Now opens at 3pm and keeps the northern
favourites Timothy Taylor Boltmaker and Landlord.

Fox, Maidstone — It has been reported that a new licensee took over in
October and now keeps Greene King IPA and one guest ale.

Maidstone Rugby Club, Maidstone — A member always finds a good
pint of whichever Shepherd Neame beer is currently available and
sometimes a Goachers beer may also be found.

Old Thirsty Pig, Maidstone — Recently refurbished the upstairs Stone
Street room using traditional lime plaster, bespoke oak furniture, and
thick plush cushions. To add to this, the toilets have been upgraded, new
benches in the beer garden and have purchased a fully automatic
defibrillator which sits in the bar which, as far as they know, is the only
pub in Maidstone to have one. The pub hosts the monthly ‘Maidstone
Brewers’ meetings where home-brewers of all levels meet on the last
Tuesday of every month between 19:30 and 21:30. The pub has won the
‘“Worth a Butchers Pub of the Year’ in Maidstone.
Queen Anne, Maidstone — This has re-opened
following a re-fit. Food is now served daily. The
pub opens at midday and closes midnight (or later) :
all week. The licensee, Leslie Collier, welcomes all g

and the pub is also LGBT friendly. The large &

enclosed rear patio has a covered smoking area, a F=% —
fish pond and a large banana plant. After a long drought real ale is
available again. Fuller’s London Pride was the first ale on the pump but
Wychwood Hobgoblin Gold has also been found in good condition.
Facebook: queenannemaidstone
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Stag, Maidstone — Continues to provide good food and gravity served
beers. Regularly keep Mad Cat, Musket and Rockin” Robin with Adnams,
Long Man and Purity brews occasionally appearing.
George, Trottiscliffe - Now has an ACV granted
to help stave off any predatory buyers. The George
is being mainly used by visitors to the village
requiring meals. Otter beers have appeared here
but the main offering has been Shepherd Neame
Whitstable Bay Pale Ale.

Plough, Trottiscliffe — The parish council has also applied for an ACV
here which has been granted by Tonbridge & Malling Borough Council.
The planning application to turn this into housing is still to be decided
but has had strong objections by the local residents that previously used
it. The Plough was used by the darts team and for meetings.

Early Bird, Weavering — This Shepherd Neame pub had a re-fit during
October and now has a new licensee.

Malling Town Club, West Malling — A mini beer festival has been held
here and was appreciated by participants.

@theeaglemaidstone
56 Brewer Street, Maidstone
Kent ME14 1RZ
01622 436743

.

serve two real ales and Rosie's Pig Flat Tyre Still
Cloudy Cider with Rhubarb.
St Austell Tribute alongside a guest ale which is
currently Fullers Damson Porter.
Now showing Sky sports as well as BT sports.
Pub food now available, Mon-Sat 12-3 then 6-9.
Real ales £3 a pint Tuesday to Thursday.

We



GRAVESEND & DARENT VALLEY LocAL NEws

Contact: Adrian Moss (01474 363102) / Peter Cook (01322 270589 / 07913 500414)
email: gdvcamra@yahoo.co.uk www.gdv.camra.org.uk

The summer season of local pub beer festivals has been and gone.
Unfortunately some were affected by bad weather
but the big events at the Three Daws and Jolly

v‘ Drayman in Gravesend in August were both very

the Wmdmlll Tavern in Gravesend in September
(!). The weather on the Friday night was distinctly
autumnal but I hear things improved considerably later on.

[ P
puuﬂ' E,—_a; L

Progress on the Iron Pier Brewery has been a little slower than reported in
the last issue of Draught Copy but they now have their HMRC
registration and should be producing beer by the time you read this. The
first beers brewed will be a best bitter and an English hopped pale ale,
which will allow them to get the measure of the kit before beginning to
produce other styles. The next to follow will be a US-hopped session pale
and a porter, all of which should be available in time for Christmas.
Official launch events are planned in Kent and London. The site will
include a taproom and they hope to have this open in December as well.

Another new local brewery which started up without a great fanfare
about a year ago is No Frills Joe at Greenhithe. This is situated at the
brewer’s home and produces unfined hazy beers. So far a pale ale, an
IPA and a stout have been brewed. A taproom has been built in the
garage and is open from 6 to 10pm on certain evenings.

The new Marston’s pub at Ebbsfleet, mentioned a couple of editions
back, has now opened close to the A2 as the Spring River. A large hotel
is attached and, as expected, there is an extensive food menu. A recent
report mentioned a very busy bar with four real ales at a reasonable
price. Rumours have surfaced of another similar Marston’s pub possibly
to be built in Dartford, as part of the redevelopment of the Glaxo Smith
Kline site.

The Invicta Bar in Gravesend opened in September opposite the Civic
Centre, in what once was a private club. The bar is narrow but quite deep
and has an attractively modern décor. Features include a large yellow
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sofa at the front and a piano at the back. The intention is to be different
from all the other pubs in the town, therefore you will find a large range
of imports and craft kegs, together with a range of highly unusual wines
and spirits. Three hand-pumps have been installed, with two real ales
always available at the time of writing, intended to be one lighter and
one darker. The most recent offerings were Gadd'’s Seasider and Number 5.
By the time this issue appears the pub should also be offering food,
described as high-end English pub food.

In Gravesend, the Jolly Drayman has been offering food since October.
Lunches are served in the bar on Mondays to Saturdays and what had
become something of a spare room now operates as a restaurant serving
dinners on Friday nights and Sunday lunches. Further up Wellington
Street the Waterloo also has a restaurant serving lunches every day.

The George in Queen Street was reported a few
months ago to be in the process of gradual internal
'@k redecoration without actually closing. This was
followed by an external repaint and the whole job is
now complete. The furniture has all been re-trimmed
too, which makes the pub look quite comfortable.

Another Gravesend pub which has recently had some work done is the
Echo, which now has a new bar back with blue lighting to show off the
enormous collection of bottles of spirits. Cask Marque accreditation has
now been achieved and an enjoyable pint of Gale’s Seafarers was available
on my visit, alongside the regular Sharp’s Doom Bar.

As the deadline for submission of this approached, it seemed that the
Rum Puncheon in Gravesend, a long-time Good Beer Guide regular, was
about to change management, possibly after a short period of closure.
There had been rumours around for some time so it will be nice to see
the pub settle down again. :

Another report from the Chequers in§
Crockenhill suggests it is still improving a year $*=
after the new people moved in. A recent visit A
found a very busy pub with Upham Punter,
Woodforde’s Wherry and Draught Bass (which
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L'} JOLLY DRAYMAN

*'.»,- ’);ﬁ
P \7{/‘ \DITIONAL PUB, HOTEL & RESTAURANT

/

1 Love Lane, Wellington St, Gravesend, Kent. DA12 1JA

Food is back at The Jolly Drayman
Food available 7 days a week including
a traditional Sunday roast.

01474 352355
@ www.jollydrayman.co.uk

= jollyd_pubhotel@outlook.com
Like us on Facebook @ The Jolly Drayman Pub and Hotel

b o NS
g“ B Christmas Menu now available. See website for details.
€. Please call or email us to book a table.

ol



you don't see that often around here) with the regular Courage Best.
Themed nights are apparently going well, with a "French evening" at the
end of September.

In Wrotham, the Rose & Crown has continued to serve real ale since the
new landlords took over in May. They always have three Shepherd Neame
beers on, Master Brew, Spitfire and Whitstable Bay, with the occasional
seasonal or special, Late Red during October. They have also introduced a
curry night on Tuesdays to complement their quiz night on Thursdays,
fish mght on Fridays and traditional Sunday lunches. The George &

‘ " Dragon continues to serve five real ales, with
Harveys Best Bitter being a regular alongside four

ever-changing guests. They also host the local
cricketers, bowlers and walking footballers. The
walking footballers meet every Tuesday at 19.00 on
the Recreation Ground, followed by food and
drink in the George & Dragon. The pub also offers 7
Thai meals on Thursdays and Fridays, booking
advised in the evenings. The Bull Hotel also has two [0
real ales and to find eleven in three pubs in a small m
village is quite unusual.

A similar number of real ales can usually be found in the three pubs in
Cobham. A recent visit found Taylor’s Landlord at the Leather Bottle,
unusual, as all beers here generally come from Greene King. The
Darnley Arms had two guest beers, Taylor’s Golden Best and Canterbury
Ales Miller’s Ale, as well as three ciders, while Greene King Radio X
Amplified Pale Ale was on at the Ship. Up the road in
Luddesdowne, the monthly guest brewery for
September at the Golden Lion was Shepherd Neame,
with Westerham to follow in October. The Westerham
month was to feature two green hopped beers.

Sadly, we have to report the death of John Robinson this summer. John
was an active local member for many years and held several posts on the
branch committee, including that of chairman, before returning to his
native Yorkshire in the early nineties. He persuaded me to join CAMRA
in 1977 so the fact that I've written this is really down to him.
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BEXLEY LocAL NEwS

Contact: Rob Archer at camr@rcher.org.uk or Martyn Nicholls on 01322 527857
www.bexley.camra.org.uk

Greetings from all at Bexley CAMRA.

In pub news; The good news is that the Jolly Millers has re-
 opened. On my visit, they were serving Brakspear Bitter and
| Oxford Gold, both in good condition. The landlady hopes to
extend the range once real ale sales take off, utilising the
other two handpumps. The Kentish Belle tell us that they
now expect to be open in mid-November, so quite possibly by the time you read
this, complete with Stockley the trainee guide dog, they

will be selling real ale and cider together with wine. We
are also awaiting further news on two more micropubs in
our area, one on the edge of Sidcup and one in Barnehurst A
(ves, the same location but under different guidance). The [
sad news is that the Coach & Horses in Bexley closed its §
doors for the final time on 6% October. Despite the
branches attempt to obtain Asset of Community Value ‘
status for the pub, we were turned down by the

- council citing proximity of other local pubs and
aﬂ i @ restaurants. The Volunteer in Bexleyheath also
RN B appears to be under threat. It has been noticed closed
' &q‘m | recently of an evening and had been having trouble
4 | | with its cellar.

If you have any other pub news please contact us either using the contact details
at the top of this article or our Pubs Officer lan Wright on 07779 319196 or
bexleypubs@yahoo.co.uk. The easiest way for you to do this though is when you
are in the pub is to log on to WhatPub.com with your tablet or smartphone and
check out the details shown and advise us at the time of any changes. We would
also ask all CAMRA members to use WhatPub to submit beer scores for our
branch pubs. Whenever you visit a pub in our branch area, simply go to
Whatpub.com and find the pub, go to submit beer score and follow the simple
instructions (ED: See whatpub article in this magazine).

S TR

Our monthly branch meetings have taken place on the i~
second Wednesday of each month as usual, in August

we visited the Broken Drum Blackfen, September the '
Wrong ‘UN Bexleyheath and in October the Green Man §
Welling. We thank the licencees for accommodating us.
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It may not have gone unnoticed that the brewery has
been shrouded in scaffolding since April.

Every six years we undertake redecoration works, painting the wood, iron work
and signage to maintain the appearance of our Grade |l listed building. It gives
us a chance to examine every element of the fabric and, inevitably, attend to the
constant wear and tear that occurs with the passage of time.

A programme of works, involving stone masons, joiners, roofifing contractors, lead
workers and glaziers has ensued under the supervision of our maintenance staff
and consultant architects

The brewery was rebuilt in 1881 by Messrs Card & Son of Lewes from designs of
the eminent brewery architect William Bradford of Carlton Chambers, Regent
Street, London. During construction work, they unearthed the weather vane that sits on the top of the brewery tower.
Dated 1621, it is believed to have originally graced St Thomas a Becket's Church in Cliffe High Street. In 1985, the smaller
tower was added to the original in order to increase our production capacity. Built in the exact style of the existing
building, it was the recipient of a Civic Trust Award and our listed status followed shortly afterwards.

In many ways, Harvey's is a‘heritage site’ Behind its brick fagade you will find a production area that has been maintained
over the centuries to reflect a time honoured brewing process. Sacks of UK grown malted barley and bales of locally grown
hops are held within the original stores and brewing equipment has been maintained or replaced to perpetuate a method
of production that has withstood the test of time. It takes a large number of dedicated staff to ensure that standards and
procedures are maintained.

In an age where many companies are relocating to alternative sites and constructing breweries that are more automated
and cost effective, we feel that the heritage of Harvey’s is well worth protecting and maintaining. We are fortunate that
many devoted customers share these same ideals and continue to enjoy a range of our award winning local beers.

We are very proud to remain brewing in the heart of Lewes.

N |- A
IJ-L;Eﬂ;& H (Jr\:.;g‘lhl\ ' fli;E‘.uﬁ‘

www.harveys.org.uk 01273 480 209



Since the last issue, our socials have taken us far and wide.

In August, we combined our branch meeting
with the presentation of the runner up in our
pub of the year competition to the Broken
Drum. We also had our very first ever branch
cider pub of the year presentation at the other
end of the month to Liz & Mark Twort at the
Hackney Carriage in Sidcup. They were also
presented with the certificate for third place
in our pub of the year competition.

The August Bank Holiday Monday saw some
of us join Gravesend branch on their annual
seaside crawl. This year it was to Folkestone.
Once again we were blessed with good §
weather and a plethora of good pubs and ales. f§
Despite having to run for the train home it §
was an eminently enjoyable day out and I
would like to take this opportunity to thank
Mick Norman for his work in planning the
day. For those that didn’t go, there was a .
social nearer to home at the Broken Drum and George Staples in Blackfen.

Our September Social was in Sidcup, once again visiting the Hackney Carriage
ﬂ and then across the road to the Iron Horse. The

latter, although more of a music venue, serves
- two real ales. The one I tried that evening was
the Bexley Brewery Golden Acre and was in good
condition. It is very handy for the station being

literally at the bottom of the entrance to the
downside platform.

In October, we had our Festival Workers trip.
This year we took the train from St Pancras to
Nottingham where we had some six and a half hours to enjoy the delights of
Nottingham and its surrounds plus the fact that it was the final day of the
Nottingham Beer Festival. Twenty six people made the trip and amazingly all
twenty six actually made the train home. Our other social is to Woolwich but
this is after the copy date and so will be reported in the next issue.
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Traditional Country Pub |
Free House

Fresh Home Cooked Menu
Poker Night On Wed S8pm
Real Ales

The Knoxbridge
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Tel: 01380 895274
www.theknoxbridge.co.uk
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WHAT PuB, BEER SCORING AND THE GoOD BEER GUIDE
by Danny Clark

You are more than likely aware of the “Good Beer Guide”, CAMRA's
flagship publication, that lists the best pubs in the UK, but what you may
not know is how those pubs are selected. Mainly, it is as a result of beer
scores being submitted by CAMRA members from across the country,
the unfortunate reality is that those scores are mainly derived from the
very few branch activists that visit the pubs within their branch. As a
CAMRA member you can send in beer scores to the local branch via the
What Pub website and if you have ever wondered why your favourite
pub that sells really good beer, isn’t in the Good Beer Guide then this
may well be because its hasn’t had enough visits rating the quality of the
beer. Entering the scores doesn’t automatically get your pub into the
Good Beer Guide as scoring beers is the first stage of a multi stage pro-
cess, but beer scoring on a consistent basis contributes to the process of
selection of pubs that go into the Good Beer Guide.

You don’t have to be an “expert” to begin scoring and the process is
pretty simple. Please remember though that it is not about your personal
favourite beer receiving the highest score, or that the reason that you are
doing it is just to get your favourite pub into the Good Beer Guide. You
will more than likely try a beer that isn’t to your normal taste but what
you need to consider is the quality of the beer. Ask yourself whether the
publican has kept it in good condition and how have they served it, and
score it in accordance with the scoring system in What Pub, which is
quite simple to use.

WH AT?UBIn order to submit your scores you need to login to

What Pub which is CAMRA's online pub guide. The
address is www.whatpub.com and you can access the website by using
your smart phone whilst you are still drinking your pint. The website
contains over 35,000 pubs from all over the UK.

Vi
by

In order to start submitting scores via What Pub you will need to;

1.Login. To do this you will need your CAMRA membership number
and your CAMRA password.

2.Start searching for your pub by name. The easiest way to do this is ei-
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ther by the name of the town/village or, if in a large city like London, the
post code.

3.Locate the “Submit Beer Score” on the tab bar underneath the pub pho-
to if you are using a smart phone or on the right hand side of the screen
if you are using a computer.

4 Enter the date, score, brewery name and the name of the beer as the
fields automatically pop up. If the beer that you are drinking is new or a
one off by the brewery then you may need to type in the full name.
5.Click the “submit” button and your score will be winging it's way to
the local branch’s Pub Officer.

Another added bonus is the fact that the website will automatically keep
a record of all your scores and when you made them so you can look
back to see what beers you have had in a particular pub and how you
rated them.

The branch Pub Officer then collates the scores and makes them availa-

ble to each branch business meeting in order that a discussion can be had
on how the pubs are doing. Members are then encouraged to visit any

Convert your old family Cines,
Hi8, VHS-C & VHS tapes to DVD

¢ Includes DVD & case

» Standard and Super 8 cinés

¢ Ciné Cleaning available

e All camcorder tapes supported

» Slides/transparencies & negatives

e Quantity discounts!

¢ 14-day turnaround

* Free collection and delivery for 10 or more tapes!

For all prices please contact us: 01474 569 390
sales@dvd-transfer.co.uk * www.dvd-transfer.co.uk

Transfer sszan Street, Gravesend, Kent DA11 ODF
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NEW Micro Pub

Open 1Z2noon to 9pm daily (except Tuesdays)

We serve real ales (from the Barrel), a wide selection of
bottled craft beers from around the world, cider and wine.

A selection of high quality traditional pub snacks including
hand finished Pork Pie, Scotch egg and cheese board.

Cask Ales from £3.30 a pint
Traditional Bar Snacks £3.60

Come and visit us at
52 High Street, West Malling, Kent. MEIG 6LU
(situated down the alley opposite Swan Street)
Tel: 01732 667832

-F follow us @themallingjug



pub where scores would suggest that a particular pub that isn’t in the
Good Beer Guide may be doing well enough to warrant their inclusion.
This second phase is where scores submitted for a pub are “tested” by
other members to ensure that the pub is a valid candidate for the Good
Beer Guide. As an example, Maidstone and Mid Kent Branch has over
150 pubs that require a visit each year and there is only a minute number
of active members that score the pubs. If only one member is scoring, say
a 4 every time they visit the pub, then such a good score has to be
“validated” by other active members. This “testing” period is normally
between November and January. This will advantage pubs where scores
are consistent and also those pubs where a reasonable number of scores
have been submitted.

The third phase is the choosing of the pubs to be entered into the latest
edition of the Good beer Guide. The Pub officer will produce the statis-
tics and there will be a discussion by those members that attend a special
business meeting at the start of the year. This isn’t about beer quality as
the beer scores will speak for themselves, but more about whether any of
the pubs should be taken off of the list. Good reasons will include change
of ownership, new cellar manager, the pub has stopped selling real ale or
has been put up for sale. The list of tabled pubs is considerably longer
than the number of pubs allocated to the branch for the Good Beer
Guide.

The next meeting to discuss pubs to be entered will be held on January
11%, 2018 at the Marden Village Club, Marden and all Maidstone and
Mid Kent branch members are welcome. Please remember that the
branch has an allocation of only 17 pubs to be entered into the Good Beer
Guide.

— Over 96% of
Britain’s real ale
amie pubs featured
CAMPAIGN .
u:ﬁu WHAT )

“ation updated
ousands of
volunteers

whatpub.com B sl

1by CAMRA
.oduce the

Thousands of pubs at your fingertips!

35,000 real ale pubs , B - best beer
. , b guide



BEER TOUR OF SoFiA, BULGARIA by Danny O’Sullivan

#% Christmas 2016 was looming so what better than look
7 for good beer and Christmas Markets, somewhere
where we hadn't been before. After scrolling down
¥ Ryanair's list of places to fly, most of which that we had
= % never heard of, we decided a trip to the capital of
= Bulgaria was in order, so at £45 for a return flight for a 5
day break in Sofia we set about finding some good bars
to hit. We knew some Bulgarians locally in Thanet who had told us about
the cheapest beer in Europe that could be found in Varna for 40p a pint,
though they thought it might be more expensive in the capital. And they
were right. {

During the economic crisis, a few years ago, there was a :._‘_;-_j___ e
popular joke in Bulgaria. "Come to Bulgaria - there is no =
crisis here since we are 10 years behind!" The same could
apply to the beer sector. Bulgaria is far behind the booming
craft beer market in the USA and parts of Europe, but still
has plenty to offer and is slowly catching up.

At the moment Bulgaria is undergoing its own local beer

revolution. It started a little over five / six years ago by home brewers all
over the country who decided to look for an alternative to the regular lagers
that were the only choice available at that time. Their guinea pigs at first
were their families and close friends but soon the word spread like happy
yeast in a wort. Apart from the big brands and a couple of brew pubs such
as Pri Kmeta in Sofia (not working any more) and Luc’s in Tryavna (still up
and running) there was not a single local micro-brewery at that time. Now
beer lovers have a much bigger choice and the number of micro-breweries is
on the rise, though not many yet in Sofia, unfortunately. We stayed in a
hotel with a great name, Hotel Cheap, and at about 35 euros a night was a
great place to rest your head and not too far from the centre.

The first bar we headed for was The Beer Ale
House, at "Hristo Belchev" 42, 1000, a bar/
restaurant that had its own microbrewery. Each
table is equipped with a "fountain" of live beer!
Separately, the menu is packed with dozens of
species of Bulgarian and foreign beers and tasty
| treats to eat. It was quite dark and had some local
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football on the TVs. Prices were reasonable. The beer was R
called 'Live beer’.. I couldn’t find another name for it. I
assumed the others being served weren't live. The beer had
a meter so you paid for whatever you drank. Made me
think of the old fashioned methods of paying for your
electricity. It was about £1.50 a half litre. 7 levs a litre in the
Bulgarian currency; it was around 2.25 levs to £1 when we

visited. And for those who wanted to diversify, they offered
two types - Leikeim Weisse Hell and Hobgoblin and another 27 kinds of bottled
beer from the Czech Republic, England, Germany, Belgium and France. So

here is the place for good and quality beer. After this we tried a couple of
other bars but the beer was of the fizzy variety and about £1 for a half litre of
local ale, often Glarus.

The next bar we tried was Kanaal. This place was
very different from most bars we visited. A
fll Fantastic craft beer selection, including 4 IPAs on
tap, which is always a winner... A cool and funky
atmosphere for those who like that sort of thing.
Kanaal's wide range of different international and
domestic ales, lagers, and stouts may impress even the most fastidious of
beer enthusiasts. From strong Belgian beers through quirky English ales to
young Bulgarian craft lagers, at Kanaal, you may definitely quench your
thirst. . T

gt ! “._;.-L’

“ipmsp i oRshs e |

A

However, I found the place a bit overpriced since
its location is not very central and the garden it has
is pretty small. Quite a long way from centre at ul.
Madrid 2, Sofia 1505. I enjoyed two stouts, one a
chilli stout. However they worked out at over £5 a
pint making this place very expensive for a Bulgarian bar.

We found several other bars that served cheaper ale but none that was
particularly inspiring and reminded me of what bars were like back in the
70s. Several had smoking areas in the bars. Another throwback.

Our favourite pub was Halbite Pub. This pub was very difficult to find as it
around the back of a main street - the address is ul.Neofit Rilski 72, Sofia
100. “Halbite” (This means “The Beer Mugs” in Bulgarian) is a chain of beer
houses, dating back to 2000. Here you'll find the best selection of local and
imported beers, served at an appropriate temperature in unique mugs,
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accompanied by the right dish! Whether you're looking for a light lager, a
strong stout, ale, wheat, white, bock or fruit beer - you'll find them all here.
Several kinds of draught beers, as well as most of the rare bottled beers, are
available here. I enjoyed a Glarus porter at 5% and £2 a half litre.

Totally hidden with no name in English and in a back court yard, just find it
by the address. Fair prices and the staff were attentive and friendly to us

f tourists. We tried a typical Bulgarian meal here but
found it very salty.

On our final day we found a typical English pub in...
Sofia, BiraBar. The best thing is the cask beer.
Always 3 on tap - ESB, London Pride and... a guest
beer - mainly from Fuller’s; Sheps has been seen
here. There is a great variety of '
Bulgarian beers, not only craft
ones. We were recommended to try every Lomsko type,
Glarus and Blek Pine. 1 enjoyed a pint of ESB at about
£2.50 and £1.40 cheaper than that found at The
Australian Arms in Ramsgate. It wasn't as good as in ##

the Aussie Arms but it had travelled a long way to Sofia. "»r fﬁfyé"

BiraBar is a traditional English micro pub in the heart of |
Sofia. They were the first pub in
Bulgaria, where you can try English cask ale as it is served
in the UK. The beer is unfiltered, unpasteurized and
ot without additional carbon dioxide.

Here, in a warm and traditional setting, you will find
original English cider made from
apples without additional sugar.
You will find them at Sofia, Paris 8 str., 10 meters
away from Dondukov blvd.

My conclusion after a few days in Sofia is that the |
beer scene has a way to go to catch up with [
Poland. I was told about 4 micro-breweries in
Varna, several hundred miles away. Bottle shops are being set up at speed
with local and European craft ales on sale. I am sure that in a few short years
Bulgaria will be a great place for good beer.

Reproduction kindly agreed by Ale of Thanet.
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Kent CAMRA Pub of the Year 2016/17
28 Wyatt Street, Maidstone, Kent ME14 IEU

Tel: 01622 758891 lﬁ

Matt & Gina welcome vyou to the Rifle Volunteers,
Maidstone, serving Goacher’s ales, local ciders &

traditional bar snacks.

Opening Hours:

Mon 6pm — 11pm
Tues 12pm — 3pm & 6pm — 11pm
Wed 12pm — 3pm & 6pm — 11pm
Thurs 12pm — 3pm & 6pm — 11pm
Fri 12pm — 3pm & 6pm — 11pm
Sat 12pm — 3pm & 6pm — 11pm

Sun 12pm - 6pm




Ye Olde Thirsty Pig Kentish Ale & Clder

CAMRA Discount — 10p Pint

House

Happy Hour Mondays - 50p Pint
between 18:30 to 20:30!!

OAP (70+) Discount all times draught
lagers, ales and cider -50p Pint

Only one discount at a time discounts will not
be combined together

Ye Olde Thirsty Pig was built in the 15th Century and is said to be the third oldest building in
Maidstone. Originally it was a farmhouse within the estate of the Archbishop's Palace.

We welcome you to our quaint and quirky multi award winning Kentish Ale & Cider House with a Bar
Avrea, downstairs Snug and corridor to the Courtyard Beer Garden, Upstairs to the Main Room leading
to the Toilets and the fully refurbished Function Room.

Opening Hours

Sunday to Thurs  12:00 noon to 01:00am

Friday 12:00 noon to 02:00am

"Woﬂh a Bulchers” 2007

Fifth Annual Maidstone Pub Competition

@uerall Winner

Saturday 12:00 noon to 03:00am

@<

4 Local Ales from Award Winning Kent Breweries!!!

Lagers Whitstable Bay Blonde contemporary Kentish lager
Curious Brew Kentish lager
Cinque Kentish five grain premium lager
Fosters an easy-drinking lager
Kronenbourg 1664 France’s bestselling lager
Paulaner Munchen German Lager

Ciders Biddenden Bushels Kentish strong still cider

Orchard Pig Reveller Award winning craft cider

Yowler Craft Cider Sparkling apple cider created from 100% Kentish Apples



THE Famous Four by Jeff Tucker

Let us go back in time to 1974, when the first edition of CAMRA’s Good
Beer Guide was published. The brewery section of the book listed, as it
does today, every known brewery in the UK. As well as the ‘big six” such
as Allied Breweries, and the family brewers, including Harveys and
Shepherd Neame, four homebrew pubs were listed, all that remained of a
once flourishing part of the brewing scene.

These ‘famous four’, who are all still trading, were:
All Nations, Madeley, Shropshire
Three Tuns, Bishops Castle, Shropshire
Blue Anchor, Helston, Cornwall
Old Swan, Netherton, West Midlands (aka Ma Pardoe’s)

I have been to the Old Swan a few times in my travels, but had never
visited the other three. As two are in the same county, I decided to head
for Shropshire.

Madeley is now officially part of Telford new town, a soulless place, in
the far east of the county. Bishops Castle is in the far south-west.
Shrewsbury is roughly equidistant from both, so I based myself there for
a few days.

Bus 96 runs from Shrewsbury about every 1-2 hours, travelling via
Ironbridge to Madeley Centre, which seems to be the nearest bus stop to
the pub. If coming from Telford, bus routes 1 and 4 offer about eight
buses an hour, and run in the evening. Madeley is quite a nice, well-kept,
leafy village. From the bus stop, turn left, go down some steps into
Church Street, follow the road round to the right, and Coalport Road is
on the left. At the end of this road is the pub, high up on the bank. All in
all, it was about a ten-minute walk from the bus.

The All Nations was first licensed in 1832,
and has been in the hands of only three
families since then. It is completely
unspoilt, with no juke box, pool table, or
meals served. Food is limited to filled rolls,
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local pork pies and sausage rolls.

The house beer, All Nations Bitter, £2.50 a pint, now seems to be brewed
at Brough’s Brewery nearby. Two guest beers were also available, and the
pub is open all day, every day.

Bishop’s Castle is also connected to Shrewsbury by bus, this being the

553, which runs five or six times a day, taking an hour. The Three Tuns

is very close to the first bus stop in this small

%‘\“ market town. I didn’t know this, so carried on to

the Boar’s Head stop, which involved an uphill

walk back to the pub, via the livestock market,
which was full of cows and farmers.

Unlike, the All Nations, you can’'t miss the
brewery alongside the pub. It claims to have been
established in 1642, some 56 years before self-
styled ‘Britain’s Oldest Brewer’, Shepherd Neame!

~ The beer is not just brewed for the Three Tuns —
indeed, I have drunk one of their beers in the
Three Tuns at Lower Halstow, near Sittingbourne. (No doubt some
people thought it was a house beer!). When I told the workers taking a
break outside the brewery, they were
impressed!

sympathetically, and they do a good trade
in food.

Four Three Tuns beers were on, so I tried the Rantipole at 3.8% (£3.00),
which was very nice indeed, and the XXX at 4.3%, which was less to my
taste.

I had a wonderful time in Shropshire, not paying more than £3.30 a pint
anywhere. I think Helston could be on my list for next year...
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The Walnut Tree

Your traditional, local, family run pub
234, Tonbridge Road, Maidstone ME16 8SR.
N Tel: 01622 727260

- ]

Cask Marque accredited ales from local breweries.
Local ciders, quality lager, fine wine and a varied choice of spirits.
Food served from 12noon to 8.30pm daily

Try our famous ‘Build A Burger’

Kent’s longest running comedy venue Check our Facebook
(every Thursday). n page for opening n
Come and see the future stars of comedy. times.

Live music every Friday - Free entry.

Quiz nights, darts and football teams. Visit the website for full details of
Dogs (on a lead) welcome events:
& children (until 7pm). www thewalnuttreemaidstone.com

Beer garden and car park.

The Rising Sun Inn
& Inglenooks Restaurant

A 17th century Traditional Public House with a large
Inglenook fireplace, old wooden beams, & a large
wholesome menu to choose from.

A very friendly inn situated in the heart of Fawkham
Green, The R g Sun Inn & Inglenooks Restaurant is

an excellant choice for food and drink. With a 40 seater
restaurant an extensive menu to tempt any pallette & a
fully stocked bar there are plenty of refreshments to choose
from including a variety of six real cask ales, a varied wine
list & large choice of fine brandies & single malt whiskeys.
Accommodation is also available with two amazing 4
poster rooms & three twin bedded rooms all with ensuite,
flat screen TVs & tea & coffee making facilities.

Fawkham Green, Longfield, Kent, DA3 8NL
T: 01474 872291 www.risingsun-fawkham.co.uk




A MILLERS TALE FROM ROTHERHAM (PT 2 OF 2) by Mike Todd

Continuing on from Mike’s article in the last Draught Copy....

7th Jan 2017 FA Cup Round Three: Rotherham Utd 2 Oxford Utd 3

Difficult to know what to say... Odemwinge injured himself during the pre-
match warm up - and it was the last time that he was to "appear" in a Millers’
shirt. Blackstock was brought in as a late replacement for him, he was given a
rating of 2/10 in a local press match report..! The Millers were dreadful in the
first half and only a great performance by keeper Price, including saving a
penalty, kept us in the game. We should have gone on to win the match - but
more shocking defensive errors did for us in the end.

8th Jan 2017 Maltby Juniors v Westfield Utd (Local Sun League Under -18)
There were about 50 fans on the Tivoli End. I only stayed for a few minutes of
the match, and then headed into the town centre. For those of you who have
been to see your team play at Millmoor, and visited the nearby pubs, the three
years exile at Don Valley stadium sadly finished off many of the hostelries near
the ground; Millmoor Hotel - demolished, Woodman - now a cafe, Queens
Hotel - now a shop/office, Moulders Rest - boarded up, Royal Standard -
demolished, Kingfisher - demolished, Travellers Rest — demolished ... and even
the Zone nightclub - demolished.

9th Jan 2017 The Bluecoat, The Crofts (GBG17)
This Wetherspoons pub has probably won fg
more awards from CAMRA than any other
pub in the Rotherham area. It is close to the " ™%
town centre, hidden away just up the hill
from the Stone and Taps (you can cut &=
through to it from the New York Tavern and
the Cutler's Arms, via a steep alleyway). b
This pub has several levels, and also has § =% :

outside drinking areas. This particular visit

was on a Monday night, so there was a "Monday Club" price reduction.
Amongst the beers on sale were Dukeries Ray of Sunshine, Bradfield Farmer's Stout,
Rudgate Charlotte’s Web and Springhead Left Lion, all of which were £1.85 per pint.
A previous CAMRA national champion beer, Springhead Roaring Meg, was on
sale for £1.99 per pint. It is one of my favorites and it went down a treat. The
others were good too.

10th Jan 2017 Rotherham Utd Reserves 3 Grimsby Town Reserves 4
Another trip to Roundwood for a lunchtime kick off, but this time I thought I'd
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check out the pubs near the ground that had previously sold real ale in the
Rawmarsh Hill/Rawmarsh High Street area, but... the Star wasn't even open,
and the Earl Grey had a handpump, but no real ale due to "supply problems",
so I had a Guinness (again). The Rawmarsh/Roundwood area has been a real ale
desert for many years. The match itself was quite entertaining, with a very
young Millers side taking on a more mature Grimsby outfit. Millers centre
forward Kuda Muskwe worked his socks off, and, although not a natural goal
poacher, set up two goals and scored one with a powerful shot. Could be some
hope for the future there.

11th Jan 2017 Albion Road Working Men's Club, Albion Road

This is a traditional CIU affiliated working men's club with a concert hall and an
upstairs snooker room. The club is close to the town centre, but is hidden away
at the bottom of Albion Road, just off Wellgate. It only has a narrow frontage,
but is much bigger inside than you initially think which you realise once you
step inside. This club is often quiet during the week, but fills up at weekends.
One real ale on handpump - Chantry Bow Jingles. I had a chat with the Bar
Manager. He told me the club had sold various real ales in the past. One of the
owners of Chantry Brewery is an ex-workmate of his, so when Chantry
started brewing he gave their beers a try. He was impressed by the quality of
the beers and reliability of the deliveries, so he has stuck with Chantry ever
since. There is normally a changing beer from the Chantry range available, but
there is presently not enough turnover to put on another handpump. The club is
quite close to the Bluecoat, via an alleyway.

13th Jan 2017 Commercial Hotel, Station Road, Chapeltown
Strictly speaking, this free house is actually
just over the border in Sheffield, but it is
fairly easy to get to from Rotherham town
centre by 66 bus, or by train via

issues of the CAMRA Good Beer Guide,
specialising in  beers  from = local ——*
microbreweries and beyond. Until recently, before the brewery folded, this was
a great outlet for the Wentworth beers. Five real ales were available on the
night, with Toolmakers Fine Finish, a crisp pale ale, probably being the best of the
bunch. The Commercial is also good for food, and has darts, pool, bar billiards,
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a snug and a meeting room which hosts the local folk club and other events.
There is plenty to keep you amused, and well worth a visit. The newish
Wethersoons pub, the Wagon and Horses, next to the station is also worth a
visit.

14th Jan 2017 Rotherham Utd 2 Norwich City 1

A much better performance by the Millers, although helped by Norwich centre
forward Oliveira getting sent off early in the
game after landing a right hook on Millers
defender Broadfoot, right in front of the
referee. An entertaining match... but we

remain bottom of the league.
I met up with a couple of Canaries-:
supporting friends after the game for a pint
in the Bluecoat. The Ilkley Crossroads Pale Ale
had a hoppy citrus flavour, and was SS=s
deceptively easy drinking for 5.4%, and then we went down to the New York
Tavern. I had a couple of pints of the appropriately named Mighty Millers to
celebrate.

16th Jan 2017

Train back to London via Doncaster. Had enough time to have a pint in Donny
between connecting trains. The Railway
Hotel, West Street, is very close to
i1 the station; just turn right as you leave the
Y station main exit. As usual, there were two
s real ales on the hand pumps - today's
| selection being Moorhouse Blonde Witch,
e which I chose, and Wells Good Stuffing.

The real ales were £2.90 per pint, but only
£2.60 with a Camra membership card. As usual in the Railway, it was a tasty
pint. Unfortunately, I didn't have enough time to visit any other nearby pubs on
this occasion, but the Leopard and the Corner Pin are only a few yards further
away. Both usually have a good selection of beers, and the Corner Pin also gives
a discount to CAMRA members.

I hope that Mike will not mind me stating that as an addendum to this article,
the Millers were subsequently relegated and will play the 2017/18 Season in
EFL League One. Mick Allen GDV Camra
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THE
‘h THREE TUNS

IME-
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Quality food prepared daily
from the finest local produce
served in a warm and
friendly atmosphere and
welcoming open fire.

Kentish Ales & Ciders
always available.




CAMRA DiSCOUNT LIST

Here are the pubs we know of that offer discounted pints to any card-
carrying CAMRA member. The discount applies to whole pints only.
Please email the editor to let us know of any other hostelries offering

similar discounts.

All Chef & Brewer pubs 10 percent

Anchor, Bexley 10p per pint

Campbell Arms, Northfleet 20p per pint

Cellars Alehouse, Maidstone 10p per pint, 5p per half
Cock Inn, Boughton Monchelsea 20p per pint

Crayford Arms, Crayford 10p per pint

Earl Haig, Bexleyheath 10p per pint

Flower Pot, Maidstone 10p per pint

George Staples, Blackfen
Jolly Drayman, Gravesend

20 percent (also buy 6, 7th free)
10p per pint

Jolly Fenman, Blackfen 10 percent

Moody Mare, Mereworth Discounted to £3.00p per pint
Olde Thirsty Pig, Maidstone 10p per pint

Old Prince of Orange, Gravesend  20p per pint

Portrait, Sidcup 10 percent

Queen Anne, Maidstone 10p per pint, 5p per half

Stag, Maidstone
Swan, Loose Road, Maidstone

10p per pint (off guest beers)
20p per pint, 10p per half

Unicorn, Marden 15 percent
We Anchor in Hope, Welling 10 percent
Yacht, Bexleyheath 10 percent
Ye Olde Black Horse, Sidcup 10 percent

TERRY OSBORNE INSURANCE SERVICES LTD

WE SPECIALISE IN PUBS!
COMPETITIVE PUBLICAN PACKAGES AVAILABLE NOW!

v Easy payment options v No obligation
v/ Free quotation v/ Instant cover

Authorised and Regulated by the Financial Services Authority

CALL TODAY ON 01622 745297 Il HELPING LICENSEES GET INSURED!




ERDSSWDRD Nl] 28 compiled by Mick NormMAN

Solution to Crossword No. 27

II l l E
I[SILIEJO FISIUINISIE[T
R T - -

Across Congratulations to Andrew

1 Digit - the means to a lift? (5) White, from Vigo, who won the
4 Official in backw ard roll for temporary housing (6) tenner lﬂSt time

9 Lentil Sue is mostly cooking in the kitchen (7) :
10 In the nude? (5)

11 The best District Auditor at the opera (4)

12 Cold village near Maidstone (7)

13 Organ, maybe private (3)

14 Former Kent and England cricketer is short on speed (4) Fora chance towin a CT’ZSP £10

16 Inwhisky, a git perhaps? No - the reverse! (4) drinking voucher please send your
18 Kitsch, whichever way you look at it (3) completed g?’ld to our compiler:

20 Earring lost, so more annoyed (7)

21 Zodiac found in the river (4) Mick Norman

24 The ultimate line in petals - initially a flow er (5)

25 Expensive occasion for the queen? (7) NM?’S@T]/ COﬂ'ﬂg@

26 Deadly weapon, w e hear (6) NOTWOOd Lane

27 Remains of old garments (5) Meopham

Down y DA13 0YE

1 Incolour - that's the spirit! (6)

2 Finish the wrong way round? (5) No later than January 21st 2018.
3 Cultivated shrub, missing core (4)

5 Strained, perhaps, but with the strongest libido (8) A photocopy/scanned copy
6 Stealing a kiss, is destined to become obsessed (7) can be emailed to:

7 Top fruit? (6)

8 Golfer's nightmare? A piece of cake! (5) mlr_norman@yahoo.com

13 Old ltalian Prince: 'l hate running the country! (8)
15 Gin drunk by Fitzgerald, the seductive TV cook (7)
17 Crate floating on the river (6)

18 Smelly card? (5)

19 Worships in H Salvador, especially (6)

22 Part-time job a matador might undertake (5)

23 They often have it in the Commons (4)
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CAMPAIGN
FOR

From = s = = o REAL ALE
as littleas - s N : &y :

£25' @

a year. That's less ~
than a pint a
month!

Protect the traditions of great British pubs and everything that
goes with them by joining today at www.camra.org.uk/joinup

Or enter your details and complete the Direct Debit form below and you will receive

15 months membership for the price of 12 and save £2 on your membership subscription

Alternatively you can send a cheque payable to CAMRA Ltd with your completed form, visit www.camra.org.uk/joinus, or call
01727 798440." All forms should be addressed to Membership Department, CAMRA, 230 Hatfield Road, St Albans, AL1 4LW.

Your details: Direct Debit Non DD
Title Surname Single Membership £25 D £27 :|
Forename(s) (UK & EU)

Date of Birth (dd/mm/yyyy) Joint Membership £30.50 m £32.50 _l
Address (Partner at the same address)

For concessionary rates please visit www.camra.org.uk
POSTEOCIR. Lo eressrsmsmmassssrassunmpmenses: or call 01727 798440.

Email address

| wish to join the Campaign for Real Ale, and agree to
Daytime Tel abide by the Memorandum and Articles of Association
which can be found on our website.

Partner’s Details (if Joint Membership)

Title Surname Signed
Forename(s) Date
Date of Birth (dd/mm/yyyy) Applications will be processed within 21 days.
Instruction to your Bank or
Building Society to pay by Direct Debit G)B';‘ﬁc,{ G)B';‘Eﬂ
CAMPAIGN Please fill In the whole form using a ball point pen and send to; This Guarantee should be detached
“m" Campalgn for Real Ale Ltd. 230 Hatfield Road St. Albans, Herts AL1 4LW and retained by the payer.

Name and full postal address of your Bank or Building Society Service User Number

[To the Manager Bank or Building Socisty | | 9 [ 2| 6/ 1(2(|9

The Direct Debit

Guarantee
This Guarantes is offered by all banks and

Banks and Building Societies may not accept Direct Debit Instructions for some types of account. required, Please also notify us.

i
i
i
1
i
i
i
|
|
|
I
i
i
i
Address | building socisties that accept instructions
FOR CAMRA OFFICIAL USE ONLY | to pay by Direct Debits
This is not part of the instruction to your Bank or Building S0cioty | | o |f there are any changes to the amount,
| date or frequency of your Direct Debit The
DR by ' Campaign for Real Ale Ltd will notify you 10
Postcode ! working days in advance of your account
Neme ! being debited or as otherwise agreed. It
i you request The Campaign for Real Ale
Name(s) of Account Holder Postcode | Ltd to collect a payment, confirmation of
r i the amount and date will be grven to you
Instructions to your Bank or Building Society : &% the time of the request
Bank or Bullding Soclety Account Number Please pay Campaign For Real Ale Limited Direct Debits | TECIRan Strew i ante I M PAVARE CF yoLiF
= ty from the account detalled on this Instruction subject to the 1 Direct Dabit oy The Samonian for Bast
{ I I J l I I safeguards assured by the Direct Debit Guarantee. | understand | e 0 o8 U A °'|°"' i
that this Instruction may remain with Campalgn For Real Ale i ¥ou.ste erkitiect b0 & Al wd nmediate
refund of the amount paid from your bank
Branch Sort Code Limited and, If so, will be passed electronically to my Bank/ : or building society
Bullding Soclety. |
| @ Ifyou receive a refund you are not
Signature(s) | entitled to, you must pay it back when
i The Campaign Real Ale Ltd asks you to
Reference '
T | ® Youcan cancel a Direct Debit at any time
l l ] l I [ I l ‘ l l l ] [ | by simply contacting your bank or building
| society. Written confirmation may be
|
I
/
"



CAMRA BRANCH DIARIES

CAMRA branches arrange socials and trips throughout the year. If you would
like more information, please ring the local branch contact —see Local News
sections. Meetings start at 20:30 unless otherwise stated.

BEX: Bexley, GDV: Gravesend and Darent Valley, MMK: Maidstone & Mid-Kent

November Bex

December MMK

January

Feburary

GDV
MMK
Bex
GDV
MMK
MMK
Bex
MMK
Bex
MMK

GDV
MMK
Bex
MMK
MMK
GDV
MMK
Bex
MMK

GDV
MMK
MMK
MMK
Bex
MMK
GDV
MMK
Bex

22 Eltham Social, Long Pond & Park Tavern

5 10:57, Bus & Walk to Little Mill
6 Three Daws, Gravesend — Annual General Meeting
7 West End Tavern, Marden, then Unicorn
13 Brch Mtg, White Cross, Sidcup
13 Malt Shovel, Dartford — Christmas Social
14 Fishermans Arms, Maidstone, then Olde Thirsty Pig
16 12:00, Bus/Train Trip to Peckham & Nunhead
18 19:00, Christmas Social, Door Hinge, Welling
21 20:00, Malling Jug, West Malling, then Bull and walkabout
28 12:00, Twixmas Social, starting Robin Hood & Little John, Bexleyheath
28 Druids, Maidstone, then Old House at Home, then Stag

4 Dartford Working Men’s Club — Open Business Meeting
5 Goacher's Old Evening, Rifle Volunteers
10 Brch Mtg, George Staples, 273 Blackfen Rd , Sidcup
11 Biz Mtg. & GBG selection, Marden Village Club
15 Bus & Walk to Petteridge and Brenchley
17 Ship & Lobster, Robert Pocock, Jolly Drayman, Gravesend
18 Royal Oak, Hawkhurst, then Queens, then Great House
24 20:00, Bexleyheath Social, starting Kentish Belle, Bexleyheath
25 George, Trottiscliffe, then Duke of Wellington, Ryarsh

1 Foresters, Malt Shovel, lvy Leaf, Dartford
1 Brickmakers, Maidstone, then Flower Pot
8 Spitfire, Kings Hill, then Moody Mare, Mereworth
13 Bus & Walk to Dunks Green
14 Brch Mtg, Jolly Millers, Bexleyheath
15 Red Bull, Eccles, then Kings Arms, Boxley
22 Open Business Meeting & Good Beer Guide Selection, venue thc
22 White Horse, Otham, then Potting Shed, Langley
28 20:00, GBG selection meeting, Furze Wren, Bexleyheath

47



* REAL MILD ALE % CROWN IMPERIAL STOUT %

SILVER STAR % FINE H_DEH >_Lm * GOLD STAR % OLD 1066 ALE *

2112

www.goachers.com

&D]J Goacher, Unit 8, Tovil Green Business Park, Maidstone ME15 6TA. Tel: 01622 68
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